
HINDUSTAN TIMES, NEW DELHI
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28,  2014 15|  nation  |

Thomas Mathew

Perfection is associated only with
God. Yet one cannot forget what
Francis Bacon, known as the
wisest, brightest and meanest
of  mankind, had said: “Practice
makes a man perfect.” But it
needs an amendment: Practice
makes a man “near-perfect”
because only God is perfect.

Man is surely imperfect.
But we are  advised to move on 

towards perfection. However hard 
one may try to be a perfectionist,
it is only with the blessings of  God
that one can strive for near- per-
fection. It is believed that life is
an imperfect journey that won’t 
end with death because it is only a 
transformation from the temporal
to the spiritual realm and thereby 
awaiting eternity. 

Everyone gets the reward of
one’s own actions. Therefore,
greater caution is required for 
those aspiring for spiritual gains. 
There is a story which underlines
the need for receiving divine grace
at the most opportune moment.
Backtracking may invite punish-
ment with fire and brimstone.

A cruel man lived in a remote
village; he used to go out in the

morning on the pretext of  going
for daily wage and would come
back in the evening with his “earn-
ings”. One day, his wife asked him
from where he got so much money. 
The man confessed he way-laid
travellers and robbed them of
their money. 

He got enlightened by his wife
who told him everybody gets the
reward for one’s own actions or
misdeeds. The man abandoned
his sinful ways out of  fear of  con-
sequence and vowed not to repeat 
the misdeeds again.

 If  life’s main motto is to attain
salvation, then it becomes neces-
sary to strive for that goal. And
when the goal is set, we look for 
the right path for enlightenment.
For those who have attained

enlightenment once and tasted
the heavenly gift and the word of  
God, and then fallen away, then
there is no second opportunity. 
There is no further chance of
repentance and redemption.

In the spiritual context, a catas-
trophe can be averted by going
towards perfection. “For it is
impossible to restore to repent-
ance those who have once been
enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have shared in
the Holy Spirit, and have tasted
the goodness of  the word of  God
and the powers of  the age to come, 
and then have fallen away, since
on their own they are crucifying
again the Son of  God and are 
holding Him up to contempt.”
(Hebrews 6:4-6).

inner
voice

Perfection is a myth

Shishir Gupta
■ shishir.gupta@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In the run-up to US
President Barack Obama’s two 
day trip to the Capital in January, 
Washington is sending a nine-
member delegation headed by
Puneet Talwar, assistant secre-
tary of  state for political-military
affairs in December to finalise a 
set of  “transformative defence
technologies” for India under the
Defence Trade and Technology
Initiative (DTTI).

Talwar will be in Delhi between
December 1-4. South Block offi-
cials say India is interested in 
long-duration unmanned aerial
vehicles like Northrop Grumman’s
Global Hawk, which can scan
100,000 sq km area in a day and
has an endurance of  28 hours.

The plan is to use these UAVs
for monitoring the 3,488km Line
of  Actual Control (LAC) with the

Tibetan Autonomous Region of
China. India wants the technol-
ogy to produce the Ottawa Protocol
compliant landmines that are used
only on military vehicles and not
used to target humans.

While the DTTI was launched
last year under the UPA regime, 
the initiative is mired in red-tape
as South Block is yet to identify
the technologies that it wants
through the government to gov-

ernment route instead of  the usual
Defence Procurement Procedure 
(DPP) way.  Talwar, accompanied
by two deputy assistant secretaries
of  state and foreign policy advi-
sor to US Pacific Command, will
prepare the ground work for the
visit of  Frank Kendall, US under
secretary for acquisition, technol-
ogy and logistics, on February 26
for a possible agreement.

Concerned at the bureaucratic
delay, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has asked the defence min-
istry to ask the three armed forces
and DRDO to submit a wish list
of  two technologies each so that 
at least two defence items could
be finalised under the DTTI route
by end-2014.

Although both sides short-listed
17 technologies for transfer, co-
development or production, the list
was cut to five items due to delay 
in licences from Pentagon. It was
perhaps on account of  this confu-
sion that Kendall had to postpone
his November 21 visit to India.

Ahead of Obama trip, US 
delegation to visit India
FOCUS On finalising “transformative defence technologies” for India

■ President Barack Obama and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Washington. PTI FILE
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NEW DELHI : Devolving authority
to finalise tenders at the level 
of  general managers and below 
and providing for IT solutions to
bring transparency in railway 
contracts are among recommen-
dations made by E Sreedharan
in his 18-page interim report 
presented to railways minister
Suresh Prabhu on Thursday.

Receiving the report within
two weeks of  having appointed
Sreedharan to suggest account-
ability procedures in rail tenders, 
Prabhu tweeted: “My decision not
to deal with tenders as minister
comes closer to implementation
by the Sreedharan committee”.

“Delegation of  powers to the
general managers and divisional
railway managers will speed up
implementation of  projects, hope
transparency and merit prevails,”
Prabhu said in a later tweet.

“Putting the committee recom-
mendations on the implementa-
tion mode will be discussed at
Sreedharan’s next scheduled
meeting with Prabhu on December
6,” sources said. The railways
annually award contracts worth 
an approximate `30,000 crore.
Delays in finalising contracts are 
identified as the prime factor that 
promotes corrupt practices. 

“Building systems that provide
for an e-tendering of  contracts and
clauses to ensure that all tenders
are mandatorily finalised within
a 45 day period are critical compo-
nents of  the transparency plan, ” 
Sreedharan told HT.
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NEW DELHI: In a bid to increase
the number of  Indian tourists to
France, the French government
on Thursday made key announce-
ments on visas and launched an
app — ‘Chalo Paris’ for travellers.

 Tourist and business visas for 
Indians visiting France will now 
be delivered by the French consu-
lates within 48 hours.

“The  new measures show that 
France is committed to strength-
ening the connectivity between
the two countries at all levels. 
Removing barriers and hurdles
is our core objective,” Ambassador
Richier said, adding that the
number of  visas delivered by
French consulates in India jumped
by 33% in 2014 compared to 2013.

It has also been decided to open
eight new France visa application
centres from December 1, 2014. The 
visa application will now be pos-
sible from anywhere in India.

Richier said ‘Chalo Paris’ was
a travel app for Indian tourists
planning a French holiday. The
all-in-one information app will
be made available to the public
on December 10.

GOVT. OF ASSAM

DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH SERVICES, ASSAM

HENGRABARI, GUWAHATI-36

No. HSPB/3/Insecticide Treated Bed Nets/2014-15/399 Dated 25/11/2014

NOTICE INVITING RE-TENDER

Sealed Tenders in 2 (Two) Bid System affixing non refundable Court Fee of R 8.25 (Rupees Eight and Paisa Twenty Five

only) and IPO of R10/- (Rupees Ten) only in case of Tenderers from outside the State of Assam are invited from Manufacturers

/ Authorized Distributors for supply of Long Lasting Insecticide Treated Bed Nets (LLIN) to the Govt of Assam, Health & Family

Welfare Department for the financial year 2014-2015 & 2015-16.

The terms and conditions and detailed specifications of item to be supplied is available in the Tender Document which can

be obtained from the office of the Directorate of Health Services, Assam on payment of R1000/- (non refundable) in the form of

Demand Draft/ Bankers Cheque in favour of “Director of Health Services, Assam”, payable at SBI, Dispur Branch. The tender

document is also available in the website of NHM, Assam www.nrhmassam.in & http://online.assam.gov.in. The tenderer who

downloaded the tender document from the website has to pay R1000/- (non refundable) in the form of Demand Draft/Bankers

Cheque in favour of “Director of Health Services, Assam”, payable at SBI, Dispur Branch while submitting the tender without

which the tender will not be accepted.

The Tenderer must fulfill the terms and conditions and offer the product strictly as per specifications mentioned in the

tender document.

This Tender cancels the previous tender vide No. HSPB/3/lnsecticide Treated Bed Nets/2014-15/255, dated 03/09/2014.

The last date for submission of tender on 22/12/2014 up to 1.00 p.m.

Sd/-

Director of Health Services, Assam,

Hengrabari, Guwahati-36

Janasanyog/4457/14
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